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To the Editor of the New National Era :
After a lapse of several months I resume

my pen, trusting that a few lines from
raleigh,

the capital of the Old North State, may not
1 11 S.A AS A

prove wuuuy uuiuieresuug 10 your numerous

readers, especially since there is so much
matter of interest of which to write. First of
all, we desire to devote a word or so to our

lieautiful little city. Situated near the centre >

i of the State, perhaps a more favorable spot
both for health and beauty could not have
been found in the State. Its preseut popula-
tion is something over 7,000, of which 4,000 i
and over are colored. Taken as a whole, we
venture the assertion that no city in the Uni- ,
ted States, of like size and population, can

t

present more evidences of thrift, enterprise, j
and indomitable perseverance on the part of

£
its citizens, ltaleigh is destined to become a

large business city. The amount of improve- (
ment which it has undergone since the sur- j
render is astonishing. Our business streets ^
are being adorned with the most perfect c
models of architectural skill, while magnifi- (

cent dwellings are going up all around. Not- f
WllUSUUlUIIlg LUC LT| Ui 11UIU lUIICS, BUU a JJ

scarcity of money, the progressive spirit of j.
the age moves on unimpeded. Old rickety
frames, the relics of what were, are being torn y
down and superseded by massive structures ,

of brick and iron. New streets are being ^
opened, and others extended; and the for- v
rest of sturdy oaks surrounding our city are ^
bowing in meek submission to the demands j
of advancing civilization. Immigration has a

* turned this way, and Raleigh is rapidly Riling
up with people from every quarter of the j,
globe. Whether this last will be anything to y
the interest of the colored people, we are not ^
prepared to say. Some think so, some other- a

i wise; but whatevermay be the consequences, a
we had better prepare to meet them, for it is a
pouring in at a wondrous rate. Good judges v
tell us that if the influx continues as at pres- s
ent, in ten years the population of the city ^
cannot be less than 20,000. Respecting the q
improvements going on here, we are glad to q
say that the colored people are entitled to a t' commendable proportion of credit. The t
zealous strides which they are making to se- v
cure comfortable homes, betoken the early 0da*4i ofa more happy and prosperous future, j.
The " home" mania is intense. In whatever
portion of the city you go, the workman may n
be seen applying the finishing touches to s<jme n
naat ItHla onttoara annn #a Knonma tVa

perty.the home.the " vine and fig tree" of
some worthy and industrious colored family.
Many of these houses display a taste well t
deserving the emulation of any people. This ^
is a source ofmuch encouragement to all true .
friends of the race. Such practical demon- .
strations are fast dissipating the long cherishedargument of the enemies of liberty, that ^
the " negro is not a fit subject for the enj03'- ^
inent of freedom." Ere long they must be 0
ashamed of such an absurdity, and some other j
more potent in serving their ends substituted. a
Time will fully and forcibly develop the real j.
.character of the negro, insomuch that all will j
be constrained to acknowledge, that in commonwith the human family, he bears the im- e
press and image of his Almighty Creator. 0
But we should remember that the mere ac- .

L quisition of lands and houses cannot of itself t
make us such a people as we can and should v
be. That to occupy a respectable position r

among the other nations of the world, we g
must make corresponding advances in litcra- c
ture, the sciences, and arts, in fact, every r

profession, trade, and calling having a ten-
dency to elevate and ennoble us as a race. v
That we must produce and sustain colored

t

papers, and doctors, and lawyers, and histo- ^
That we must be represented in the

t
diversify of industries of the land. We are ^
of the opinion that this grand idea is not (

urged upon the masses of our people as fre- j
quen tly as it should be, and herein do we

charge cut leaders with gross dereliction of
(

an important dgty, when they take so little ,
notice of* principle so essential to the build- ,

ing up of their race. ,
COLORED CHURCHES IN RALEIOH.

There are nve coioreu cnurcnes in na-

leigh.the first and second Baptists, the
Episcopal, Christian, and the A. M. E.,.all
having very good places of worship and fine
congregations. In point of numbers and re-

Aneraent, the last named is largely in the pre-
dominance. It is under the pastoral care of
ltev. Jos. Nicholas, with a membership of six
or seven hundred. Of the others we have no

knowledge as to membership, Ac.
SHAW COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

Through the persistent efforts and untiring
energies of its principal, Bev. H. M. Tupper,
this institute, we hope and believe, has been
permanently established. It is situated in
the southern portion of the city, just east of
the Executive Mansions. The site is a fine
one, embracing several acres of valuable land.
It was formerly the property and private
residence ofHon. D. M. Barringer. It has a
commodious building upon it, constructed afterthe style of the old Southern aristocracy,
with a hugs number of out houses, and sits

p*ck in a lovely yard, shaded by gigantic
«aks. learn that the school is in a flourishingfOtnh'*iopT and promises of much sub-

ixntial goad to those Tor wbnee benefit it wan

ifitvn^ed. It ha* been in operation for two

Vearv q, vier the auspices of the American

Baptist If, ** Mission Society. It was named
in honor ot

' EUJtb Shaw, Esq., of Walser,
^'*m hnatH '»wbo donated several thousand

dsU-m to a-gfc|i ». in the purchase of the property.

The Prn informs me that the

numberofstudents 'now in attendance from all

Parts of the State ex ^ads 150. Of this number45 are in the TL ^logical Department,
30 in the Normal, and 7. ^ h» the Primary. We

attended an exhibition gi TeD ^ students

not loos since, and in ""» ndth thm vast

assemblage who witnessed tt» were *%hly
pleased. The dialogues, decla TnatioQs. comh*.and songs, were performed L "* * ?mnner
a* edifying as tbev were amusing. ^ ex~

whea were conducted by Rev. Mr. Topper,
and his two accomplished and compet vlt ***

sistanta. Misses M. A. Lathrop, ano* M.

Sage. The trustees are engaged in erec.ting I
handsome four story brick building 70x 4*

1 w
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feet, which, when finished, will compete wit!
any college building in the State, both ii
design and execution. The first section wil
be completed by October next, and will accommodate150 students with board, rooms
Ac. The value of the property belonging t<
the institution, with the improvements made,
cannot fall short of thirty or forty thousand
dollars.
THE NORTH CAROLINA INSTITUTION FOB
THE I>EAF, DI'MB, AND BLIND OOI/>REB
DEPARTMENT.
The Colored Department of the North CarolinaInstitution for the Deaf, Dumb, and

Blind was organized in the latter part of '08,
under the administration of Gov. Holden. It
was one of the first results of Republican rule
in this State, and one which will enshrine
and make perpetual the name of that great
aud good man.W. W. Holden.who took
such a profound interest in its establishment.
The first regular session commenced January
1,18C9, aud lasted until June 30, during which
period 27 pupils were entered; twenty-one
deaf mutes, and six blind. Every session
after added to the number, which is now 48.
We took advantage of a few spare moments
o visit the school on yesterday, were coriiallyreceived by the matron, Mrs. Mariah
Jarrison, and conducted through the various
lepartments by the Supervisor,Mr. (). Hunter,
fr. We first entered the recitation room unlerhis charge, where a partial examination
n writing, spelling, reading, and grammar
vas had for our benefit. In these studies the
:hildrcn exhibited a proficiency which dazzled
>ur comprehension. Their penmanship is
aultless; their expressions correct and gramnatical;indeed they seem to understand
idly all they learn. Many of them write a

nuch better hand than your correspondent.
Ve next visited the room under charge of
dr. Hanes, a graduate of the white departnent,and as in the other room, we gazed
vith amazed admiration upon the wonderful
irogress which these children have made.
Is if by electricity, the signs, jerks, twists,
ind gestures of the teachers were inscribed in
eautifully expressed sentences upon the
lack-board. In connection with the studies
re have mentioned, the pupils in this room
lave made considerable advancement in
rithmetic. In this they are as read}' and
ccurate as in the others. We also witnessed
very interesting exercise in gymnastic, in
rhich they are regularly and thoroughly intructed.We next visited the room of the
ilind under charge of Miss Eunice Brodie.
Tiese are also making gratifying progress.
?hey spell and read nicely, and are taking
heir first lessons in writing. We opened
heir reader on several pages, and they read
rith a precision unattained hy a vast majority
f our more fortunate children who have been
a school ever since '65_ The males are

earning useful trades by which they can
rnke a handsome support at the expiration
f their course, while the females are being
astructed in needle work and the different
uties pertaining to domestic life.
The patient labor necessary to infuse into

he minds of these children the light and
nowledge of civilization, is apjiareiit to all,
rhen it is remembered that they entered the
istitution totally ignorant of a single letter
1 the alphabet; and the deaf mutes not
nowing~a single word in the English language.Now they are intelligent, and many
if them in demeanor are really polished,
leaven grant that this work of benevolence
,nd charity may continue until this whole
and shall be lighted with its divine effects,
am proud to say that North Carolina was

he first State to make any provision for the
ducation and care of this unfortunate class
>f our people. I am still prouder of the manlerin which she is performing her duty in
his direction. From the school room we

rere carried through the bed and dining
ooms to the kitchen, and from thence to the
tore room. Here we found an ample inlay
»f coffee, sugar, bacon, hams, lard, butter,
uolasses, flour, meal, candles, soap, in short,
:verything in the way of edibles that could be
rished. The neatness and order everywhere
lisplayed is sufficient testimony of the faith-'
illness of those to whose immediate care the
n&nagement of the institution is entrusted.
Ne noticed particularly for dirt about the
corners and cracks; for cobwebs and such,
put saw none. The white and colored departmentsof the institution are under the
control of a board of trustees appointed by
the last Legislature, and whatever may be
uud of the legality or the illegality of their
appointment, or of their undoubted Democraticproclivities, it cannot be said that they
do not exercise perfect impartiality in their
administration between the white and colored
pupils. A sufficient number of servants are

employed at both departments; and in every
other way, like provisions are made for the
care of both classes. This is greatly to the
credit of these gentlemen, and we give it as

one of the cheering signs of the times. The
whites of the community and State, of both
parties, visit the institution frequently, and
seem much pleased at its success. This imperfectsketch of the institution was hurriedly
prepared under very unfavorable circum-
stances, and by no means does it justice. W e

hope you, Mr. Editor, and any of your readers
who may ever come to Raleigh, will not fail
to visit this excellent school. It will richly
reward you for any exertion or inconvenience
which it may cause.

THE NATIONAL KKKEDMAN'S SAVINGS AND
TRUST COM HAN V.

In a former letter we took occasion to
refer to the increasing success with which
this company is meeting, and the beneficial
influence which it is having over the working
classes, wherever its branches have been
opened. Ixmg since it was ]>rcdicted that
the Bank would prove a failure. That it wa>
simply a trap set to catch the credulous and
unsuspecting. But the highly satisfactory
manner in which it continues to deal with its
patrons has had the effect of contradicting
all atinh tYltflpllipVOUH rftnorta nml nloninn tkn
" """" 'I - l"»"g »« «

Bank before the people In the attitude ol
what it really to.a benevolent enterprise
The fears which many eutertaiued of itf
safety are dispersing, and the idea of i
" negro Bank," as some call it, is no longe
a novelty, but an unquestioned reality. Non<
can doubt the magnitude of the work whicl
has been accomplished through this agency
it is everywhere visible; lands, houses, cat

tie, the general prosperity among its deponi
tors; all tell us what has been done. Am

yet the Bank is just entering upon its caree;

of usefulness compared with what remains t

be done. Its branches are scattered through
out the South, and each can be made a cen

tre of light and information from whence th

V NA
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i ignorant an<l unlearned may avail themselves
i of the coimsel of good and judicious men.
1 This is greatly needed, and produces happy

results, when rightly administered. If the
, finances of the Bank continue to he pru-
> dentlv managed, we see no reason why it

should not become one of the most powerful
corporations in the country. The Branch in
this city, after four years' struggling against <

opposition, misrepresentations, and false re- i

ports industriously circulated by its enemies :

to imi>air its usefulness, is approaching a I
condition iu every way gratifying. It is
daily growing iu popular favor and confidence. I
We take no little pleasure in according to i

many of our stavnrhe.it conservative citizens
the credit of having assisted greatly in build- '

ing up this Brauch. Indeed to tell the whole i

they have shown more concern, anil have i

entered more actively and heartily into the t
work of bringing iu deposits than our Republicanfriends, with a few honorable excep- i

tions. One gentleman, we are informed, >

went so far as to raise the pay of his em- s

ployt*s on condition that they would deposit t
some of their earnings each month. In this 1
way he induced quite a number, both white a
and colored, to de|w>sit in our Rank. We (
append a statement of the business of this J
Branch for the week ending April 20. 1872:
Total deposits for the week $11,89-1 55 ^
Total drafts for the week 1,903 72 f

tGain for the week $9,990 83
^

THE POLITICAL OUTLOOK. f]
The political horizon, hitherto so ominousand threatening to the prospects of the a

Republican party in this State, is clearing ^
away, disclosing many propitious tokens of t
a brilliant achievement in the coming State 8
and National contests. The party, certainly, j,
was never in better condition, never better f,
prepared to meet the enemy in open combat. ^
The success of the Democrats in the last a
general election, together with the ceaseless g
torrent of abuse, ostracism, proscription, ^slanders, to which the Republicans were sub- \

jected, had well-nigh driven the party to the d
walls. It is to the stern manliness and pat- a
riotism of Hon. Tod R. Caldwell, our present f(
Governor and nominee, in resisting the last jj
Legislature in their heedless ouslought upon 0
the constitution,* that we are indebted for j
the cheerful omens of our approaching sue- ^
cess. He is worthy of every honor which
the people can bestow upon him. We have palways had an abiding faith in the honesty ^and Republicanism of a large majority of the r.

people of Xortli Carolina. We believe site C1
is more soundly Republican to-day than any s,
other Southern State. All that is necessary
is that the party select good, competent men, 0
men of irreproachable integrity, to administer (j
government. Many attributed the success pof the Democrats in the August election of v
1870 wholly to the widespread terror of the a
Ku-Klux. But we believed (hen, and be- i,
iieve still, that our defeat was in a great j,
measure due to the unblushing corruption in j,
many of our leaders. We believe that it was .
an uprising of an outraged and plundered f,
people to wrest themselves from the hands p
of those who had brought disgrace and ruin (j
upon them. The result of that election has t)
had a salutary effect upon both parties. 0
Both parties liave learned that the masses .
are not to be trifled with, even by men in tl
high places. That frauds of the grossest na- .
ture were perpetrated upon the people of the r.
State at tliis day of light and information n
no one will attempt to deny. The Bepubli- j,
can party, it matters not who participated in pthe spoils, are responsible for these frauds. .

Tliis being so, we think Kepublicaus are .
greatly in their own light if they do not uu- p
earth, expose, and openly denounce every p
species of dishonesty, whether oommitted by e
Democrats or by members of their own party. e
We can see no good to accrue from an at- ,]
tempt at concealment or a palliation of a
crimes which the people too well and sadly
know to have existed. This we believe will s
be done. The good men of the parly are .

coming to the front, and will purge it of every B
taint which may have been brought upon it. f
This M ill be more likely to secure success a
than any one cause. There are hundreds of j
good men who have been deterred from con- 6

necting themselves with the party simply s
on this account. Let the work of reform be
inaugurated and vigorously prosecuted in
every department of our State and Federal
Government, and success is ours.

THE REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION.
The State Convention of the Republican

party met here on the 17th instant to nominatecandidates for the various State otlicers
to be elected next August, and to devise a

plan for a more perfect organization of the
party. It was one of the largest, most intelligentaud enthusiastic bodies that ever
assembled in this State. No less than one
thousand delegates were in attendance,
among them some of the best talent in the
State. The proceedings were entirely harmonious,and sounded the keynote of approachingvictory. An admirable ticket was

put forth, aud one which will carry a myriad
of strength. They are all men of. the purest
character, against whom not a word can be
said. The good spirit which characterized
the convention, the unanimity of action and
purpose, have struck terror into the ranks of
the opposition, as their chief hoped was in a

split in the convention. Many of them have ]
been forced to admit that the convention
was one of the iinest that ever met in the
State. The Democrats hold their couveu-
tion at Greensboro on May 1st, after which
the canvass will set in. The present state
of the public mind indicates that ii will be oue
of the warmest ever known in the State. J

Every inch of ground will be hotly coutested,
and every available means brought into

' requisition by both parties to car.*y the State.
We will keep your readers posted as to the
progress of the campaign.

Yours, &c., Xokfleet.
>'

Colored Men or tbc Southern Belt.

p "Hcbbicane,"
Jeff Davis' Plantation, Miss.,

April 20, 1*72.
I To the Editor of the Netr National Era :

r A visit to the South and a sojourn among
s the colored cotton planters will furnish food

* I. mwl onohla flwvoo nf infollirtont
I IUI lliuuglll, M,"OV Vt »H»V...6VMV,

; though biased tuiuds, to review with satisfacftion and I doubt not instruction, the senti-meats of the American people respecting
il industry, intelligence, capacity for self-susternance, and participation in the politics of the
o State and General Government. It is a welli-known fact that, for the jiast half century,

their possession of all of the above traits
e and capabilities has been a question for

TIOI1
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solution among many of tl» most philanthropiseand liberal minded ; and the opportunityfor colored men of the Southern belt
to demonstrate their ability in these respects
by putting iuto excution such elements of
manhood, uncontrolled by the white race, has
been deemed utterly impracticable.
The necessities of the Government, howJver,growing out of the rebellion compelled

i test, in a partial way, of the true genius
uid moral worth of the millions now enjoying
freedom.
Although in many portions of the South

hey are living under intimidating and coer

inginfluences, varied with threats of expul-
iion trom houses ami lands, orutal whippings,
tud murders, disgraceful to civilized coiuniulities,history points to no race with such
ueagre opportunities who have surpassed
hem.
On either side of the Mississippi, from the

ipper section of the cotton Region downvard,the iudustry of the cowed man preientsitself. The thousands or bales of cotonwhich freight the magnificent steamers
)oth on their upward and downward trqts,
ire the products of negro industry and labor.
!)n this commodity depend the different companiesand lines of boats for support.
Were the freedmen the dependent class

leretofore represented.if entrusted with
reedom and the responsibility of directing
heir energies.the proud steamers that now
low the waters of the South would, with
ardly an exception, be unemployed, eviucngvery clearly that upon the self-directing
nd untiring industry of this once oppressed
eople, the marine and mercantile firms of
he South, as heretofore, depend for their
ustenance. The dilapidated plantation
louses, rendered so by the shiftlessness of
ornier white occupants and owners, are only
opt from tumbling down by the economy
nd perseverance of the blacks. Rid the
outh of the negro element of strength and
rosperity, and the philanthropist of the
forth would be called upon to relieve from
estitution the once rebel lords.planters
nd their dependent posterity. The panacea
>r the white man's hunger to-day, is his
nowledge that, settled over the broad area
f cotton lands are the industrious sons of
[am, beautifying the fields with their liusandry.
The hope of the South has been to peretuateto the most distant day the negro's

;norance, and by the rent of land, sale of
itious, and the manipulation of returns from
rops, to keep the laborers general^ poor and
abservient.
The destruction caused by the war throughutthe cotton States was so complete that
ouble the energ}- is now required by colored
lanters that there was when under the
oke, when supplies and implements were,
fter years of husbandly by the owners, on

and for use. The deficiency in mules,
orses, wagons, and other implements has to
e supplied anew, while every conceivable
leans is employed to extort the last penny
oni the honest laborer. Such will inevitalybe the result until education can be more

iioroughly disseminated. Rut to make a fair
sst and to understand fully the competency
f the new freeman.what**Tie adds to the
lercantile and material wealth of the counry,and also to demonstrate clearly the glarlgand false representations against the
ace, the devastation caused in the South
ccessary to the destruction of slavery, in
nplements and material for agricultural puroses,has to be taken into account, and
hould be placed to the credit of the freednan,having as they do to replace the supply
or present and future use and success. To
ally surmount the difficulties and avert the
vil surroundings of the colored men by their
nemies a thorough system of education is
lesirable, and one which to be furnished in
tangible and substantial form must be from
en and women of their own race who have
ome afiinitj' of feeling and desire for their
idvancement, rather than the class of ininipfnrennur tmroinKiil«tin/f tltn Coiiili in

i,l,.,u.ulaiiiiS n.c

piest of cash at the expense of those they
issume to instruct. Could honesty of purK)sebe made the incentive in the aim to instructthem, the educational system would
ict as a safeguard, and check the general
iwindling in all positions and situations
vhere the frecdmen come in contact with
he whites.
Indefatigable in their determination to suc:eed,and with a clear knowledge of constant

idvantages being taken of their ignorance,
ret at the hands of this people, and them
ilone, agriculture is advancing, Kepublicausmrendered more secure, and the wealth
uul revenue of the country increasing.
Agriculture being the basis, and the negro
,he laborer, for the success of our institution,
ve give him the credit.
A review of the cotton trade of the United

States from free colored labor, the effect ol
this one commodity upon the money market,
illecting all branches of trade and industry
in a great or less degree, is well worth considerationby those who have been unceasing
in their expostulation and clamor against the
true status of this class of the American
people.
What is true of the cotton States and their

population is equally true and applicable to
the sugar, tobacco, aud rice growing sections.
Here also, they (the freedmen) are forcing
their way through the stereotyped prejudices
of the past century, uneducated, yet contributingmeans aud luxuries to the world at
large. The avidity with which the colored
people South acquire all the facilities which
lead nations to prominence will shortly set at
rest all questions respecting manhood aud
rights before the law. Civil rights will come
as a necessary consequence, and {>oliticians
will vie with each other for negro favor in
their advocacy, aud, perchance, like Curlee,
Democrat, of the Mississippi Legislature,
claim that " we are all of one color."

Yours for (irant,
I. D. SHADI>.

teener rroin new Jmey.

Trentow, X- April 25, 1872.
To the Kdittn ij" the Sew National Era :

Mr. Editor: The New Jersey State Conventionof new citizen voters assembled at
the Temperance Hall, in Trenton, on the 9th
of April. Mr. Nathaniel Durham, of liordentown,was made pennauent President, and
Rev. J. D. Bogwell as Secretary. Usual
committees were appointed. There were
some seventy odd delegates present; sixteen
comities represented. Rev. Win. E. Walker,
Chairman Committee on Resolutions, reportedin behalf of conunittee, resolutions
indorsing the administration of Gen. Grant,

I
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also Geti. Grant as our first choice for the
nomination to the Presidency, but will abide
the nomination of the Philadelphia Convention; also, resolutionscommendatory of Gen.
Grant for his patriotism ami impartiality in
the administration of the laws and his recognitionof the Fifteenth Constitutional Amendmentin its application to the new enfranchisedvoters ; also, thanks to Hon. Charles
Sumner for his devotion to the interests of
the colored race ; also, denouncing the course

of Hon. Lyman Trumbull, Tipton, Schurz,
and other renptrarln Roiuitilifona on/1

deinned the policy of pretended friends and
party leaders who tell us to wait, as an insult
to our intelligence aud an outrage to our humanity,and that no State party or governmenthave the right to deny political right or

privileges to any class of people for any cause
save crime.
Other resolutions were also presented, but

I* regret to say a few men who were paid
hirelings of the ring and party leaders of this
State, fillibustered and caused an adjournmentsine die the same day of the session,
before they could be acted upon. This was
effected by the action of some of the socalledRepublican press of the State, which
did all it could to prevent an expression of
our views, for they well knew that there was

general dissatisfaction among the colored men
of the State, excepting some few who were
mere toadies and tools for the party managers.If there is one thing more despicable
in human nature than another it is to see a
man sell the rights and interests of his race
or fellow for his own personal interest. But
let others do as they may, I shall continue to
tight it out 011 this line, viz: not to allow
any man or class to claim for themselves
what they deny to another class, anil to demandall that the law entitles us as to emolumentsand otlice.

Yours for the right,
Wm. E. Walker.

[From Wasbiugtou Letter to Cinciuuati Commercial.]
A l.oulsiuiia Statesman.

A Lively Sketcli of Speaker Carter.

I saw the profile of a face that seemed to
be without cultivation or refinement; it was,indeed, rather coarse. I did not care to meet
him ; but after a few moments Carter came
over, and we were introduced. As soon as I
obtained a full view of his face I could see
that he was something more than an ordinary
man, and I became interested in him. He is
about five feet ten or eleven inches high, lightcomplexion, handsome brown hair which is
rather long, an auburn mustache, the ends
falling down over the comers of a rather sen

sualinouth. His forehead is rather low, but
full above the eyes. His head is large and
his body medium.shoulders slightly bent.
His eyes and the expression of liis face are
mild, but there is something in his face that
is wicked, or at least something that tells
people he is not to be trilled with. He does
not dress quite as well as an ex-speaker of
the Louisiana Legislature should dress, especinllvnm> whr> 1i«k «i la««K- IrL.L-u.l ......v.....

awful row. He had on a dark military coat!
and cape, a flaming green neck-tie, and a
shirt that was a trifle soiled. He had a brown
slouch hat in one hand and a massive gold canein the other, and he "wrestled" a big chew in
his mouth. He said his age was nearly 40
years. I asked him what his occupation was.
"I am a lawyer now"." "What were you beforeV" "Legislator." "Before that?"
"Colonel in the Confederate ami}'." "Auythiugelse?" "Yes, preacher.Methodist
preacher." "The devil! Is that all?"
"No," he answered, "I used to be a
teacher. The fact is, I was raised verynicely, but the devil got the advantage some
way. Some people call me a scalawag, but
not to my face, mind you ; but I am not a
scalawag. I am a native of Virginia ; and I
own a plantation in that State now. 1 was
educated in the South, at the University of
Alabama. I received my degree there."
"What degree?" "Why, doctor of divinity.""Theu you are a D. D.,are you?" "Well, I
was ; I don't know whether I deserved it or
not." "After you graduated, where did yougo?" "Oh, 1 was a professor in the MississippiUniversity, in the University of Petersburg,Virginia, and others. When the war
broke out 1 was president of the Universityof Texas." " Did you ever preach ?" "Oh,
yes, L was a very good preacher, once."
" Why didn't you remain in that professionand continue to be a truly good man, like
Deacon Smith, of Ohio?" "Well," he answered,rather sorrowfully, " I withdrew to
tight a duel, and uever returned. Yes," he
continued, noticing my surprise, " I left the
Methodist Church to challenge a man.JudgeGray, of Texas." "What for?" "He called
me a scalawag. I was making reconstructionspeeches, and while I went into the Confederacywith all the ardor of a young lover
and all the patriotism which I possessed, and
although I uever loved a cause so well hi all
my checkered existence, yet when we were
whipped and beaten, 1 for one was ready to
suhpiit. We made as gallant a fight as was
ever made, and when one does the best he
can, and is fairly whipped, it is no disgrace.
So I went iu for reconstruction. That was
the only challenge I ever gave, but I don't
allow anybody to insult me. I am a very
peaceable man, but it is generally understood
in New Orleans that I allow no man to insult
me."
"Did you ever accept a challenge ?" "Oh,

yes," he answered, very deliberately ; "you
ought to know that. Don't you remember
the duel between Badger and myself? I
uever refuse a challenge. I will tight any
man who has on a clean shirt, without inquiringwhether he is a gentleman. He must
hove gentlemen for seconds, however." "Do
you believe in dueling?" "Yes, on purely
economic grounds. In New Orleans it saves
time and trouble. The chances of being
killed are very few, and if people know you
are ready to tight they are careful not to misuseyou. A man in my position in New Orleanswho would refuse to tight a duel would
be driven out of town in a month. So I acceptall the challenges that come." " Did
you ever kiH your man ?" " No, thank God
I never did. I have fought a great many
duels, but 1 never fought a fatal oue."^ I
thought this was strange, for Senator Kellogg,a day or two before had told me that
Carter was the best shot in the country,
either with rifle or pistol. So I asked him
how it was that he never killed anybody, how
many challenges he had received and if he
was a good shot. "Yes," he answered, " I
am a very good shot; I can ring the bell at
the word at sixty paces, with a rifle nearly
every time. I liave had, during the past
twelve mouths, fifteen challenges. (Some
were arranged on the grouud, and, iu some.
shots were exchanged. In nine eases out 01

ten, when a man is on the field for the first
time, he will not shoot within ten feet of his
opponent. If his opponent is an experienced
shot, of course he would have great odds, but
nobody but a ruliiau would take advantage of
such a thing. A person in the field for the
first time invariably shoots too soon. Then
an experienced duelist has him at his mercy.
But you will get a very bad impression of me,
I fear," he continued. " 1'iu not a bad man,
and I'm not a duelist, and it is a bad business,and all that; but I accept a challenge
in order, to maintain my peace of mind."

.fu ,v'?w V', the numberless applications
for Virginia militia colonelcies, the Richmond
Enquirer satirically suggests that if the general
assembly had incorporated in the tax bill a

provision making commissions in the State
militia saleable, and charged a moderate price
therefor, they could have raised money enough
to pay oil'the public debt in about three weeks,
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UltllmllTa Pravlrloai of the Law-Public
I.amla In Kerb llkl>-Wk«rctk« Tract* of sj,.Choice l.antle Are.Ynformellom fur ttlaltr it
Farmers. , puThe recent passage of the Soldiers' Home- j,j(stead hill has produced a demand from thou- <

sauds of the veterans of the war for informationconcerning the location, extent, and on]character of the public lands subject to the ]jnprovisions of the law, and that information
it is the aim of this letter, as far as possible, uiato supply.
The main provision, and most important, forof the law is thai whii-h rnovules that iriataarl

of live years'actual residence that was re- 0f,
quired uuder the previous law before a title Df,could be given, the time any soldier was in >

the service is to be deducted from that time, lnaand the residence required is made so much r(iathe shorter as a soldier was in the army. iThus, a soldier who served three years will behave to remain upon his land but two years ver
to secure a patent, he who served two years (jur
only three, and he who served one year three, 'jand so on. ra(jThere is another provision, which was in- ptitended to give to soldiers the right to enter be
lands through some other j>erson acting for .rathem, which would save to such as might piaiind such agency convenient a personal loca- the
tion and entry of the lands they might desire, tjle
but this is a doubtful advantage, and, from 8,8
present appearances, more likely to be taken '

,

advantage of by speculators to look up lauds ten
than by honest soldiers desiring to settle on erahomesteads. ext
The amount of lauds subject to the provi- frrj

sious of this new law are enormous, as will tioi
be seen by reference to the tabulated state- q
inent for the different States, which will be exafound below. The extent which is really Unravailable for present or early settlement is melmuch more limited, because many of the C0lllands are too remote from settlements and lnel
too inaccessible to be suitable for homestead 0f
pre-emption for several years to come. If a(ja
readers not familiar with the geography of purthe Western States and Territories, (and very arefew persons have definite knowledge of it,) a.e
will, as they read, have before them any ot .fvi
the recently published maps of the United ^0II
States, the information contained in the fol- bel
lowing statements will be rendered much ,nai
more definite than otherwise. tra<
The approximate area of public land in the ,nt,

public land States and Territories remaining j
undisposed of, is as follows : ;mr

Acres. prpMissouri 100,000 j£ai
Alabama 5,000,000 \ye
Mississippi 4,000,000 anc
Louisiana 6,000,000 the
Michigan 3,000,000
Arkansas 10,000,000
Florida 17,000,000

Iowa 1,000,000
Wisconsin 7,000,000 £
California ,.98,000,000 ma,
Minnesota 32,000,000 tioi

i in nnn non <
Oil

Kansas 39,000,000 0f
Nevada 67,000,000 am

Nebraska 37,000,000 ti0,
Washington Territory 40,000,000 aft,
NewMexico 70,000,000 ^

irtah 48,000,000 ovr
Dakota Territory 90,000,000
Colorado Territory 62,000,000 \y£
Montana Territory 86,000,000 0(g
Arizona Territory 68,000,000 an(
Idaho Territory 52,000,000 art;
Wyoming Territory 59,000,000 gCI
Persons who are not entitled to the provi- sto

sious of the Homestead act, April 4, 1672, I
can only acquire eighty acres in the States of Ati
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, liv<
Florida, or within the granted limits of the dec
several land-grants to railroads, while those ter
who are entitled to its provisions may secure cht
160 acres within those States and railroad eve
limits, as well as upon any other portion of tioi
the unappropriated public domain. 4

The most important of the land districts, ent
embracing all those in the principle land it
States, with the location of the laud otlice in lin*
each, is included iu the following list: Sta

Arkansas.Little Rock, Camden, Harrison, 4

Dardanelle. nal
Iowa.Fort Des Moines, Council Blutfs, pos

Fort Dodge, Sioux City. ing
Wisconsin.Meuasha, Falls of St. Croix, era

Stevens Point, La Crosse, Bayfield, Eau fav
Claire.

"

wo

Missouri.Booneville, Ironton, Springfield. qu»
Oregon.Oregon City, Roseburg, Le Grand, are

Linkville. (wl
Kansas.Topeka, Salina, Independence, an<

Wichita, Concordia. ma

California.Shasta, San Francisco, Marys- mil
ville, Humboldt, Stockton, Visalia, Sacra- pla
inento, Los Angelos, Susan ville. 4

Nevada.Carson City, Austin, Belmont, vid
Aurora, Elko. a c
Nebraska.West Point, Beatrice, Lincoln, bel

Dakota City, Grand Island. up*
New Mexico Territory.Santa Fti. as
Dakota Teiritory.Vermillion, Springfield, 4

Pembina. pei
Washington Territory.Walla Walla, Olym- nal

pia, Vancouver. in
Minnesota.Taylor's Falls, St. Cloud, Du- nei

luth, Alexandria, Jackson, New Elm, Litch- ]
field, Oak Lake. act

Colorado Territory.Denver City, Fair Pla}', c rc
Central City, Pueblo. tar

Idaho Territory.Boise City, Lewiston. cle
Montana Territory.Helena. ha!
Arizona Territory.Prescott. ]
Utah Territory.Salt Lake City. of
The manner of making the location and no

entry is not charged for soldiers, and, under wc
the provisions of the General Homestead mt

law, the usual application and proofs will be all
required at the local land office of the district ne

iu which the homestead is selected. or:
The eastern [>art of Kansas and Nebraska of

has nearly all been taken up by actual set- So
tiers or by purchases by private entry. isf
The southern part of Kansas, east of the ag

one hundredth degree of longitude west from be
Greenwich, is occupied by the Cherokee neu- »oi

tral lands, already sold, and the Osage lands,
subject to sale to actual settlers only under
the act of July 15, 1870.
At present the most desirable lands in

Kiuisas, subject to the operations of the late /?,
law, are to lie found in the valleys of the up
Solomon, Grand Saline, Smoky Hill, Wal- an
nut and Kansas rivers and their small afflu- fer
ents, and along the line of the Kansas Pacific rel
railroad. In Nebraska it is believed that the a j
best unappropriated land will be found along jn.
the Union Pacific railroad west of Grand
Island, in the valley of the Platte river, and Ca
in the valley of the Republican river, iu the je
southwest, on Wolf river, in the interior, and fGi
on the Rapid river, in the northern section he
of the State. The western part of Kansas Tr
and Nebraska is chiefiy suitable for grazing tttl

purposes, the land being mostly prairie. wj
In Minnesota the public land subject to the pa

operation of the late act, is to be foitnd iu the *ei
western jwirt of the State, and within and inf
"aHIi nf thp limiifci <»t' th.> urrnnt in thp North- TV

orti Pacific railroad. About all the lands in thi
this State, within and south of the limits of at
the grant referred to, have been surveyed, ar,
and is now open to settlement. ah.
Owing to the rigorous climate of the north- pj(

em section of this State, the surveys have y0X
not been extended in that seetion, and th<
but few settlements exist, except along the th'
lied Hiver of the North. The southeastern ati
section of the State was the first section set- els
tied, and all the desirable land in that region C0I

have long since been appropriated.
In Dakota the principal settlements exist

in the southern part of the Territory, and .

along the eastern border, extending to the
Pembina region on the international bound- r~
arv. Nearly the whole area of Dakota con- P®
sists of elevated and undulating prairie. The ,

^
timber lands consist generally of narrow belts w

along the rivers and small water-courses.
Settlement in this and all other prairie re- ^

gions, will lie made with due regard to proximityto timber for fuel and Duilding pur- th
poses. al

In Montana the most desirable localities ch
, for settlement will be found iu the western te
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;tion of the Territory, in the valley9 of the.1 Latin, Jefferson, Missouri, Wisdom, Black'LjSiidHell Gate rivers. This section of
; Territory is mountainous, so that the deablelautfs for settlement are confined to
1 mountain valleys and foot hills. Theblic surveys are contiued to this part ofmtana.
So settlements have as yet been made in
! eastern part of the Territory. In Wylingtlie public surveys are confined to the
e of the Union Pacific Railroad, alongiich all the settlements that have been,de in the Territory are to be found.[u Colorado the most desirable localitiessettlement will be found aloug the east1base of the mountains, and in the valleythe Arkansas river, in the southern sectionthe Territory.
tome desirable tracts for grazing purposes
v lie found along the Kansas Pacific Raild.
L'he southern section of this Territory w ill
opened up by the construction of the'DenandSanta Fe Narrow-gauge Railroad
ing the next year.rhe greater portion of the lands in C'ololo,New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, and
sh require to be irrigated before they can
devoted profitably to the production of
in, fruits, or vegetables. Those contemtingsettlement in those localities should,
refore form colonies of such numbers that
y may be enabled at once to inaugurate a
tem of irrigation.
Although irrigation in any locality is atdedwith considerable expense, it is genllymore than compensated tor by the
ent and certainty of the crop produced,gation is not, therefore, the great objec1to a region that it is popularly supposed,'he Northern Pacific Railroad Company.mine each forty acres of land within the
its of their grant, including the Govern-
at sections as well as those granted to the
ipany, as fast as surveyed by the Governnt,with a view of ascertaining the qualitythe soil, value, and amount of timber and
iptability of tract for agriculture or grazing
poses. The notes of these examinations
systematically arranged, so that the

nts of that company may be enabled to
e persons seeking to purchase lands of the
ipany, or settle upon the reserved sections
ringing to the United States, such infortionas will enable them to select desirable
:ts without being at the expense of going
i the field themselves to make explorations,
t is believed that the great mass of the
nigration which will be induced by the
vision of the late law will be to Western
tisas and Nebraska, Southern Colorado,
stern and Central Minnesota, Southern
1 Eastern Dakota, Western Montana and
Puget Sound section of Washington Ter*y.
Our Neutrality Obligations.

.ince Senators Sumner and Schurz have
de so much ado about the supposed violaiof our neutrality obligations by the sale
irms to men who, it is alleged, were agents
the French Government, it may uot be
iss to furnish some authority on the quesias to whether such sales, if made, were,
tp all, a violation of our neutral obligations
ording to international law as well as oui
n law. In 1793 Alex. Hamilton, as Secaryof the Treasury, under President
ishington, issued a circular to the revqpue
cere, in which he says : " The jmrchasing
1 exporting, by way of merchandise, any
icles coitimonly called contraband, being
lerally warlike instruments and military
res, are kfree to all parties
n 1796, Hon. Charles Lee, of Virginia, the
torney General of the United States, detrnrlon nnininn An npufrolfft* in whicn ho

lares " that an enemy may come into the
ritory of a neutral nation, and there puruseand thence remove any article whatso- M

sr, even instruments of war, is a law of nanslong and universally established. * *

4 To deny a right to either of the belliger,sto carry on this trade, without denying
to both, would be a departure from that
i of perfect neutrality which the United
tes has invariably observed.
4 It is true this right may be denied to all
ions, by a law to be passed for that purleat this time ; but, if the reason for pass;such a law be to impede the military optionsof either belligerent power, and to
or the other, it is manifest such conduct
uld be a breach of neutrality; conse3ntly,while the French and the British
equally permitted to purchase horses

hich by treaty were declared contraband)
1 export them from any of the States, as

y heretofore have been and are now per.ted,neither have any just cause of comint.
4 Indeed, I may add here that if the indiualcitizens of the United States carry on
;ontraband commerce with either of the
ligerent powers, neither can charge that
>n the government of the neutral natiou
a departure from neutrality.
4 Forfeiture of the goods and ship, is the
laity annexed to such acts by the law of
tions; and if this were not so, it would be
the power of individuals to involve the
Jtral nation in war against its will."
tn 1825 the President was authorized, by
of Congress, 44 to cause to lie sold any

Inance, arms, ammunition, or other inili
ystores," enumerating many other artis,and for thirty years the Government

3 practiced the selling of military stores.
In 1868 Congress authorized the Secretary
War to sell, at public or private sale, cann,arms, and other ordnance stores. So it
add seem that the officers of the Governsntacted under authority of Congress in
that they have done, and what is more,
ither our own neutrality laws nor the law
nations forbids our selling goods contraband
war to either belligerent during their war.
we see nothing after all that these dissatiedSenators can hang a complaint on
ainst the Government in anything that has
en done in selling ordnance stores..Jacki(Miss.) Pilot.

Baffled at the Start!

The Insinuating Pump whom the Springfield
vublican has sent down to Boston to write
the gossip, of the town, (and when there

i no facts to record to draw upon his evertileimagination for his data,) met his first
Duff, the other day, at the hands of no less
lereonage than Secretary Boutwell. Meet;that distinguished and honest-minded ofliJ,the rump essayed to gain a word inditingthat President Grant was in danger of
feat; but the Secretary afforded no com

t.nota grain; the Cincinnati Convention,
said, would amount to little; Schurz and
umbull wanted to go over to the Democracy,
d to carry as many men as possible along
th them; the great mass of the Republican
rty was for Grant, not onh- in Massachutts,and in its every school district, but in a

ijority of the States of the Union as well,
lere was here no weakness in the joints of
l Secretary's harness, and the Pump tried
once a bold thrust. ''But," said he, "yow
e the strength of the Grant concern; if you
ould resign the Administration would fall to
sees at once!" "Well, I shall not resign.
u can be sure ofthatpromptly responded
8 loyal and decisive official as he moved oft',
oroughly penetrating and foiling the insinunglocal correspondent, who looked slightly
caper than usual when distrusted by the
up«ny uc 10 lit..jtuxiun

.The rich Jai>anese Daiinio who has aredwith his wife at San Francisco, will releinWashington, and it is said that a uuuirof married ladies from Japan will arrive
the next steamer. The second son of

rakura has returned to Japan for the restotionof his health, which has been impaired
hard study in this country.
.The Montreal GatetU, in discoursing upon
e Presidential contest, declares that through
1 the turmoil of President-making "the
ances of Gen. Grant for the coveted secoud
rtn grows stronger."
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